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Bandits & Heroes, Poets & Saints

Popular Art from the Northeast of Brazil

EXHIBITION FACT SHEET
ORGANIZED  BY:
CON/VIDA – Popular Arts of the Americas
Co-Directors:  Barbara Cervenka, O.P., and Marion Jackson, Ph.D.,

DESCRIPTION:

How many North Americans know that ten times more Africans were brought in bondage into Brazil than into the United States?  How many know that the Northeast of Brazil has the largest population of African descents outside Africa?  How many know how deeply the African heritage has influenced the culture of present day Brazil?

Using engaging photographs and works of popular art, this exhibition tells the story of the resilience and vitality of the modern day descendants of Africa whose ancient cultures blended with Amer-Indian and colonial Portuguese traditions to form the vibrant and complex cultural mosaic of modern Brazil.  Sculptures, paintings, prints, religious objects, festival costumes, toys and other objects give access to the complex and vibrant culture of the Northeast of Brazil and introduce viewers to the festivals, heroes, and spiritual traditions that give shape and meaning to the daily lives of the Nordestinos, common people of Brazil’s Northeast.

CONTENTS:
The exhibition contains 225 works and constellations of work; woodcuts,  carved wood sculptures;,iron ferramentas,  paintings, printed fabrics; photographic text panels, some of which contain video screens; two large stands (8’x6’x3’) with rear view projection; and explanatory labels.  A 36-page illustrated catalogue accompanies the exhibition. 

REQUIREMENTS:
A minimum of 250 running feet of wall space , 1500 square feet of exhibition space.

SUPPORTED BY:
Research leading to this exhibition has been supported by the following:





National Endowment for the Humanities

Michigan Council For The Arts And Cultural Affairs (MCACA)





Adrian Dominican Sisters, Adrian, Michigan





Wayne State University Research Grant, Detroit, Michigan

TERMS:
Rental:  $10,000 U.S. for eight weeks, $1500 for each additional month, plus shipping and insurance. This exhibition travels in 15 wood crates weighing approximately 1800 lbs. total.  The insurance value of exhibition is $150,000 U.S. 

PRELIMINARY EXHIBITION SCHEDULE:


Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, Detroit, MI – Winter 2012




DuSable Museum of African American History, Chicago IL




Robert W.Woodruff  Library, Atlanta University Center, Atlanta, GA




International Civil Rights Center & Museum, Greensboro,  NC

CONTACT:

Con/Vida – Popular Arts of the Americas





440 Burroughs,  Suite 365

Detroit, MI  48202  U.S.A.

Tel:  313-405-6443

Website:   www.convida.org
Barbara Cervenka – bcervenk@comcast.net
Marion Jackson –   mjackson@wayne.edu 

